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Mossadeq, who apparently received advance notice of the 
intended action, now has military control and is in a position 
to exploit the situation thoroughly. The Tudeh party has already 
demonstrated in his behalf and he can generate considerable popu- 
lar sympathy by presenting this latest maneuver against him as a 
foreign-inspired plot against the Iranian people. These circum- 
stances may help Mossadeq secure the election of a more amenable 
Majlis. 


Mullah Kashani, although a bitter opponent of the prime 
minister, tends to withdraw quickly whenever Mossadeq is in 
the ascendancy. The small opposition groups of the now dis- 
missed Majlis likewise lack courage. The disgruntled army 
officers are not in a position to act as long as the chief 
of staff and the chain of command r a 
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At this point there appears to be no other group or 
combination which is ready to try to act against the prime 
minister or which, if it did act, could anticipate success, 


prime minister, poses a serious threat to the monarchy. The 
shah's flight to Baghdad and the involvement of the commander 
of the imperial Suard are an open invitation to Mossadeq to 
take action against the monarchy. The prime minister has long 
wished to remove all power from the shah and on occasion has 
given indications of a desire to remove hin, Mossadeq accord- 
ingly will probably take steps to remove the shah, thus pro-~ 
moting the abolition of the monarchy as an institution, 


The prime minister, who has long been fearful of assassi- 
nation, may now be expected to act more ruthlessly in maintain- 
ing himself. He has long been convinced that the British are 
Plotting his removal. The leftist press in Tehran has begun 


present maneuver. — Mossadeq may come to view America and Britain 
as joint conspirators, 


The prime minister, however, has consistently hoped for 
American aid and accordingly has not broken with the United 
States. His past policy may accordingly be continued. He may 
be expected to break with the United States if he is convinced 
that he can get nothing or if he is in need of a new whipping 
boy in order to generate more popular support, The American 
military missions would be Obvious targets for the prime minis-— 


The Tudeh has already come out against the shah and is 
Charging American involvement. It may be expected to give full 
Support to Mossadeq in his drive to remove or weaken the shah, 


ably assume a more dictatorial position and indulge in more 
chicanery to maintain himself, 
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